NIRAN Awareness Day

Friday 18th April 2008, Stranmillis College Belfast


NIRAN Awareness Event – 18 April 2008
Summary of event

The opening speaker was Marian Cree from the Department for Employment and Learning. Marian was most praiseworthy about the NIRAN project in terms of it being implemented on time, within budget and, above all, providing a most reliable Internet service to the NI tertiary education sector for the past 3½ years.

Bob Day of JANET(UK) and Chris Kelly of NIRAN gave talks on JANET as the national education network and NIRAN as the regional delivery network. There were also talks from Sylvia Alexander of Ulster University’s Lifelong learning department and from Alta Systems – both extolling the virtues of NIRAN and JANET networks in assisting their UK and world-wide on-line learning, teaching,  and assessment programmes. 

With respect to the re-procurement of NIRAN in 2008-09, it was indicated that the deadline for new site sites to participate in NIRAN-2 is July 2008. The Awareness event appeared to attract a wide range of representatives from other NI public sector networks with 44 delegates in total and generally went well.

Please click on the links below to get more information on the event.

NIRAN Awareness Event Programme (Word)

Delegate List (Word)
Bob Day Presentation (PowerPoint)
Chris Kelly Presentation (PowerPoint)
Purpose of event

The NIRAN network contract with its Supplier, NTL, runs until October 2009. In this context, NIRAN will commence a re-procurement of its network infrastructure in 2008/09 so that a new network can be in place to provide continuity of service to its member institutions. The procurement process will be pursued through the OJEU and the NIRAN-2 network must be in place by September 2009.
In advance of the start of the procurement of NIRAN-2, the NIRAN Board proposed to organise a NIRAN awareness event sometime in spring 2008 to invite other eligible NI institutions – such as ELBs, CCEA, ESA, Local government sector, etc, – to join NIRAN. Such public sector bodies are now eligible to become part of NIRAN (and hence the UK-wide national education network known as JANET) for their Internet services provision.  By dint of its participation in the JANET network, NIRAN is endowed with a particularly large Internet connection of 2.5Gbits. Effectively, NIRAN could accommodate the Internet needs of all NI public sector networks and still provide an excellent service to its core members. The principle behind the invitation to other NI public sector bodies is that the more sites included in the NIRAN-2 procurement, the more likelihood that NIRAN can achieve better value for money for Internet services for all sites in the procurement process – thereby benefiting the NI public purse.
Consequently, an Awareness event has been planned for Friday 18th April and is to be held in the Stranmillis College Belfast from 10.30am to 1pm. Parking and lunch will be provided.

Whilst it is an open event, the NIRAN Coordinator has made contact with a wide number of eligible organisations across NI to invite them to the event. Thus far, the delegate list includes over fifty members and non-members of NIRAN. 
www.niran.ac.uk


